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2. Nationalism in India
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1. Read the paragraph and comment (& 8od Sood $69 5P ROORD)

Mahatma Gandhi returned to India in January 1915. As you know, he had come from South Africa
where he had successfully fought the racist regime with a novel method of mass agitation, which he
called satyagraha. The idea of satyagraha emphasised the power of truth and the need to search for
truth. It suggested that if the cause was true, if the struggle was against injustice, then physical force
was not necessary to fight the oppressor. Without seeking vengeance or being aggressive, a satyagrahi
could win the battle through non-violence. This could be done by appealing to the conscience of the
oppressor. People — including the oppressors —had to be persuaded to see the truth, instead ofbeing
forced to accept truth through the use of violence. By this struggle, truth was bound to ultimately
triumph. Mahatma Gandhi believed that this dharma of non-violence could unite all Indians.
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2. Read the paragraph and comment (& (808 oo $69 55N 00RW)

Mahatma Gandhi’s letter was, in a way, an ultimatum. [fthe demands were not fulfilled by 11
March, the letter stated, the Congress would launch a civil disobedience campaign. Irwin was unwilling
to negotiate. So Mahatma Gandhi started his famous salt march accompanied by 78 ofhis trusted
volunteers. The march was over 240 miles, from Gandhiji’s ashram in Sabarmati to the Gujarati
coastal town of Dandi. The volunteers walked for 24 days, about 10 miles a day. Thousands came to
hear Mahatma Gandhi wherever he stopped, and he told them what he meant by swaraj and urged
them to peacefully defy the British. On 6 April he reached Dandi, and ceremonially violated the law,
manufacturing salt by boiling sea water.
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3. Read the paragraph and comment (& (08 Ho°% $69 55N 00RM)

Dr B.R. Ambedkar, who organised the dalits into the Depressed Classes Association in 1930,
clashed with Mahatma Gandhi at the second Round Table Conference by demanding separate
electorates for dalits. When the British government conceded Ambedkar’s demand, Gandhiji began
a fast unto death. He believed that separate electorates for dalits would slow down the process of
their integration into society. Ambedkar ultimately accepted Gandhiji’s position and the result was the
Poona Pact of September 1932. It gave the Depressed Classes (later to be known as the Schedule
Castes) reserved seats in provincial and central legislative councils, but they were to be voted in by
the general electorate. The dalit movement, however, continued to be apprehensive of the Congress-
led national movement.
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4. Read the paragraph and comment (& (08 o5 $69 g5 R 00RW)

As the national movement developed, nationalist leaders became more and more aware of such
icons and symbols in unifying people and inspiring in thema feeling of nationalism. During the Swadeshi
movement in Bengal, a tricolour flag (red, green and yellow) was designed. It had eight lotuses
representing eight provinces of British India, and a crescent moon, representing Hindus and Muslims.
By 1921, Gandhiji had designed the Swaraj flag. It was again a tricolour (red, green and white) and
had a spinning wheel in the centre, representing the Gandhian ideal of self-help. Carrying the flag,
holding it aloft, during marches became a symbol of defiance.

wé&bvééaéao @5})26@% BOBIZPLD PACHTOHH (Ko 8o BRI, FHDH g
TS§osers verod &Riiyen, Ak Hiy B0 LM Gl ESHTNG. BorrSS® K138 65
$oPos? (BSE SaeBo (A0, BHBY), H:DY) Ererobotatod. H6 BBR 50805r&%) AAHE
(@rPAQD Kk AN Seodren, Srothhen, LnRoLL (@80 S @Jéiﬁo@?éoﬁ)
S0l ([RoBos) OA sob. 1921 B8 rofd Kyorey HEPSR) Erdrobomd. B8 HE (B0
(DD, BHBH), Beod). BOWSE® MPOPADTE ST oo PR KD e’ Kren HES
ToER) BON God. 6665263 $3500H08° Boredy IrcHEo, 28 28 KJQ}}%’SES&)O @é&ée’aé) DSHore
S3°808.

State Council of Educational Research and Training 160 Andhra Pradesh



