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SCHEME AND SYLLABUS FOR THE POST OF AGRICULTURE OFFICER 
 

SCHEME OF EXAMINATION 
 

Written Examination  
(Objective type) 

No. of 
Questions 

Duration 
(Minutes) 

Maximum 
Marks 

Paper – I 
General Studies and 
General Abilities 

150 150 150 

Paper - II Agriculture (Degree Level) 150 150 300* 

TOTAL MARKS 450 

*In paper –II each question carries 2 marks 
 

 

Name of the papers Language of Examination 

Paper-I: General Studies and General Abilities 
Bilingual i.e., 

English and Telugu 

Paper-II:  Agriculture (Degree Level) 
 

English  
 

SYLLABUS 

PAPER-I: GENERAL STUDIES AND GENERAL ABILITIES 
1. Current affairs – Regional, National and International. 

2. International Relations and Events. 

3. General Science; India’s Achievements in Science and Technology. 

4. Environmental issues; Disaster Management- Prevention and Mitigation Strategies. 

5. Economic and Social Development of India and Telangana. 

6. Physical, Social and Economic Geography of India. 

7. Physical, Social and Economic Geography and Demography of Telangana. 

8. Socio-economic, Political and Cultural History of Modern India with special emphasis on 

Indian National Movement. 

9. Socio-economic, Political and Cultural History of Telangana with special emphasis on 

Telangana Statehood Movement and formation of Telangana state. 

10. Indian Constitution; Indian Political System; Governance and Public Policy. 

11. Social Exclusion; Rights issues such as Gender, Caste, Tribe, Disability etc. and inclusive 

policies. 

12. Society, Culture, Heritage, Arts and Literature of Telangana. 

13. Policies of Telangana State. 

14. Logical Reasoning; Analytical Ability and Data Interpretation. 

15. Basic English. (10th Class Standard) 
 

PAPER-II: AGRICULTURE (DEGREE LEVEL) 

1. Historical developments in Agriculture; Agro climatic zones of India and Telangana; Agricultural 

Meteorology – Weather and Climate, Rainfall patterns, Monsoons, artificial rain making , 

Weather forecasting - Crop Production and Productivity in India and Telangana, cultural 

practices; cropping systems & patterns; Yield and yield attributes of Cereals, Millets, Pulses, 

Oilseeds, Forage, Fibre, Sugar and commercial crops; Dry land Farming; Contingency crop 

planning; Cropping Systems and pattern in Telangana; Integrated Farming Systems; Farm 

implements. 
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2. Important  Weed flora and their management in different field and Horticultural crops; Forestry in 

India and Telangana; Silviculture, Agro Forestry, Social Forestry, Afforestation , Energy 

Plantations, Deforestation and its Implications; Soil Plant Water relations; Principles of irrigation - 

Irrigation methods and problems; Micro irrigation; Water Management in different crops, 

Watershed Management, Water use efficiency; water conservation; water harvesting; 

Sustainable Agriculture; Land degradation and conservation of natural resources; Waste lands 

and their development; Organic Farming; Bio-diversity. Geo-informatics and Nanotechnology for 

precision Farming. Statistical methods. Agri-informatics. 

3. Ultra Structure of Plant cells, organelles and their functions – cell division; Fundamentals and 

principles of Genetics – Mendel  Laws; Plant Breeding – scope and importance – Breeding 

methods for self pollinated and cross pollinated crops; Different types of selections and types of 

Hybridization – Heterosis – Inbreeding – varietal improvement; Major breeding procedures for 

development of hybrids / varieties of different crops. Protection of Plant varieties and Farmers 

Rights Act. Intellectual Property Rights. Plant Genetic Resources their utilization in crop 

improvement; Ideotype concept; Breeding for resistance to biotic and abiotic stress - Genetic 

basis of adaptability. 

4. Tissue culture and Plant Genetic Engineering – Methods and Applications in crop improvement; 

Seed Production methods and processing; Seed Certification – Seed act – Seed drying – Seed 

Storage – Seed physiology. Growth and development of crop plants; Crop plant water relations, 

Neutrophysiology; Photosynthesis, Respiration; Source and sink concept; Photoperiodism. Plant 

growth regulators: Post harvest technology -types of ecosystems; Biotic and abiotic stresses; 

Climate change; Pollution, global warming and controlled environment. 

5. Types of Soils – Soil Taxonomy, Soil genesis, Physical, Chemical & Biological properties of Soil- 

Soil fertility and productivity. Movement of nutrients in soil and plants. Essential elements (macro 

& micro) and their functions, deficiency symptoms and toxic effects on plants and their corrective 

measures; Problem soils and their management. Quality of irrigation water. Methods of analysis 

of soils & fertilizers. Methods of fertilizer recommendations to crops. Fertilizer use efficiency; 

Types of Manures and Fertilizers. Soil quality and soil health. Fertilizer control order - Soil 

pollution. Integrated Nutrient management. 

6. Different types of land surveys; Methods of soil and Water conservation; Plant Protection 

Equipment and farm machinery; Concepts of Green Houses; Renewable energy sources – Solar 

energy, wind energy and Bio-energy – biogas, bioethanol and biodiesel. 

7. Insect morphology; Taxonomy; Insect Ecology; Importance of Sericulture, Apiculture and Lac 

culture; Integrated Pest Management – concept and Principles; Different groups of Plant 

Pathogens; Fungi, Bacteria, Viruses, Viroids, Phytoplasma, Spiroplasma and Nematodes – their 

characteristics and classification; Classification of Plant Diseases – Diseases, disorders, 

Symptoms; Disease cycle – Survival of Pathogens, dispersal and infection; Pests and diseases 

of important field and Horticultural crops and their management; Stored grain pests and 

management; Integrated plant and disease management, Concept and Principles; Plant 

Protection Chemicals – Insecticides and Fungicides - Classification. Non-Insect Pests and their 

management. 

8. Concepts and principles of Agricultural Economics; Agricultural Finance; Agricultural credit – 

Banking institutions, Kisan credit cards; Micro finance and Self help Groups; Crop insurance; 

Assessment of crop losses; Principles of Cooperation; Cooperative credit structure, Farm 

management, nature and scope; Farm planning and budgeting –Types and systems of farming – 
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Agricultural Production economics– Risk and uncertainty in agriculture; Agricultural marketing – 

structure and function; International trade- World Trade Organization; Trading by government 

agencies–Agricultural price policy; Risks in agricultural marketing; Agribusiness management; 

Capital management; Financial management of agribusiness;  Agro based industries. 

9. Importance of Horticulture in Telangana; Fundamentals of Horticulture like importance in Human 

nutrition, layout, training, pruning, propagation and growth regulators; Cultivation practices for 

fruits, vegetables, flowers, spices, plantation, medicinal, aromatic and other Horticultural crops; 

Landscaping, Ornamental gardening, Protected cultivation and Commercial Floriculture; Post 

Harvest technology and value addition of Fruits and Vegetable crops. 

10. Extension Education- concepts, principles and scope; Rural Development – concepts and 

importance; Community and Women Development Programs; New trends in Extension; Rural 

Sociology- concepts and importance in Agricultural extension; Social groups; concept of 

Educational Psychology; Extension methodology - Transfer of Agricultural technology; Role of 

different agencies viz., KVK, DAATC etc;  Concepts of  Entrepreneurship Development Program. 

11. Cell structure and function of prokaryotes and eukaryotes; Major microbial groups, Role of 

microorganisms in soil, food and water; Structure and function of bio-molecules - amino acids, 

sugars, carbohydrates, lipids, nucleic acids, proteins and enzymes; Major metabolic pathways; 

Bio-fertilizers, microbial bio-control agents, microbial bio-insecticides - their role in INDPM and 

sustainable agriculture; Renewable and non- renewable resources - Sustainable management of 

natural and bio-resources; Environmental Pollution and Prevention. 
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ANNEXURE – IV 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES: 

A) GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 

1) Candidates are directed to follow the Commission’s Website (https://www.tspsc.gov.in) 
regularly to know the latest developments regarding the Recruitment, dates of 
Examination, calling of candidates for verification of Certificates/ Medical Boards, Results 
etc. 

2) The Hall Ticket must be presented for entry into the examination hall alongwith one 
original valid Photo identification card issued by Government i.e., Passport, Pan Card, 
Voter ID, Aadhaar Card, Government Employee ID or Driving License etc., without fail. 

3) Candidates are strictly not allowed inside the Examination centre after closing the gate. 

4) EDIT OPTION TO THE CANDIDATES: The applicants should follow the TSPSC website 
regularly to utilize the edit option to rectify the mistakes viz., Biodata particulars/Data 
corrections / Omissions etc., in the application, if the facility is given by the Commission. If 
the edit option facility is not utilized by the candidates, the TSPSC is not responsible and 
the data already available is treated as final. After the due date, Data corrections through 
Online/Paper representations or Corrections on the Nominal Rolls in the examination hall 
will not be accepted under any circumstances. No correspondence will be entertained in 
this matter. 

5) There will be a common examination for Paper-I i.e., General Studies as decided by the 
Commission, whenever required. 

6) The candidates must note that his/her admission to the examination is strictly provisional. 
The mere fact that an Admission to the examination does not imply that his/her 
candidature has been finally cleared by the Commission or that the entries made by the 
candidate in his/her application have been accepted by the Commission as true and 
correct. The candidates have to be found suitable after verification of original certificates; 
and other eligibility criteria. The Applicants have to upload his/her scanned recent colour 
passport photo and signature to the Application Form. Failure to produce the same 
photograph, if required, at the time of verification, may lead to disqualification. 

7) The candidates are not allowed to bring any Electronic devices such as Smart / Mobile 
phones, Calculators, tablets, iPad, Bluetooth, pagers, watches to examination centre. 
Loaning and interchanging of articles among the candidates is not permitted in the 
examination hall and any form of malpractice will not be permitted in the exam hall. 

8) The candidates are expected to behave in an orderly and disciplined manner while writing 
the examination. If any candidate takes away Answer Sheet of OMR based examination, 
the candidature will be rejected. In case of impersonation/ disorder/ rowdy behavior during 
Examination, cases shall be booked in the Police Station concerned, apart from 
disqualifying his /her candidature. 

9) Candidates trying to use unfair means shall be disqualified from the selection. No 
correspondence whatsoever will be entertained from the candidates. 

10) The Commission is also empowered to invoke the penal provisions of the T.S. Public 
Examinations (Prevention of Malpractices and Unfair means) Act, 1997 (Act No.25/1997) 
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto and as per the Rules of Procedure of 
TSPSC published in Telangana Gazette No: 60 dated 28/12/2015 in respect of this 
Notification. 

11) (i) The candidates who are totally blind are allowed to write the examination with the help 
of scribe provided by TSPSC and 20 minutes extra time is permitted to them per hour. 

(ii) Scribe will be provided by TSPSC to those candidates who do not have both the 
upper limbs for Orthopedically Handicapped. However, no extra time will be granted to 
them. 

(iii) Scribe will be provided to the above category of candidates who applied for scribe 
facility in the online application only. 

(iv) An extra time of 20 minutes per hour is also permitted for the candidates with 
locomotor disability and CEREBRAL PALSY where dominant (writing) extremity is 
affected for the extent slowing the performance of function (Minimum of 40% 
impairment). Scribe is allowed to such candidates also. 

(v) The scribe should be from an academic discipline other than that of the candidate and 


